
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Stead
 

 
 

 
 

Lions Celebrate St. Patrick’s 

Day 

 
 

 
 

 

Lions from many parts of the country are 

participating in St. Patrick’s Festivals this 

weekend. Clubs are represented in many 

parades while others are involved  in fund-

raising events. 

 

We wish them, and all our readers a ‘Very 

Happy St. Patrick’s Weekend’. 

 

From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue 

 
 

 

Election Time 
 

Earlier this week, Lion Donal Horgan 

District Constitution, Nominations and  
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Resolutions Officer, circulated the formal 

notification of the results of the voting that 

took place at the 50th District Convention in 

Kinsale on 2nd March 2019. 

 

He reported that the District Governor Team 

for 2019-2020 was confirmed. The team, 

which will formally take office in July 2019, 

consists of: 

District Governor 2019/20 –Lion Bernard 

Black of Antrim Coast Lions Club  

1st Vice District Governor 2019/20 – Lion 

Des Ryan of Westport Lions Club and  

2nd Vice District Governor 2019/20 – Lion 

Ann Ellis of Carrick-on-Suir and District 

Lions Club  

 

Lion Donal also reported that  IPDG. Lion 

Teresa Dineen of Cork Lions Club had been 

successful in the ballot for the nomination by 

District 133 to the role of Director to the 

Lions International Board, for the two-year 

term  2020/2022  

 

In the coming weeks the 106 Lions Clubs in 

Ireland will be deciding on their officers for 

2019-20. I wish to encourage all clubs to 

treat this as a priority for the April Meeting 

and to report the officer team to the District 

Secretary before the end of April. I also ask 

club secretaries to confirm  the email and 

phone number of all officers and indeed all 

club members. The latter will ensure that the 

District Newsletter is sent directly to all 

Lions. 

 

Finally, a note for your diary.  The District 

Handover is scheduled for Saturday 13th July 

in the Wellington Park Hotel , Belfast. 

 

Protecting Children On-Line 

 

 
 

Tullamore Lions Club, in conjunction with 

the Sacred Heart Secondary School, 

Tullamore, provided a talk for parents of 

students of five secondary schools in the 

area  on the subject of 'How to protect your 

child on-line’. The principal speaker was Dr. 

Maureen Griffin, a forensic psychologist and 

expert on social media. The event was 

chaired by Lion Seamus Sheedy, a practicing 

counsellor. 

 

The event was very well attended and a key 

message was that ‘there is no need to have a 

mobile phone e in your child’s bedroom or 

in school’.  

 

Pictured from left are Lion Ken Grennan, 

Dr. Maureen Grifffin, Orla Healy, Deputy 

Principal, Sacred Heart School, Lion 

Seamus Sheedy. 

 

 

 

 



 

Eight Years of War 

 

 
 

On March 15th 2011, the first shots were 

fired in the civil strife that has subsequently 

engulfed Syria. 

 

Eight years later, over 500,000 people have 

lost their lives and half the population of 

over 20 million has been displaced. Millions 

of  Syrians are living in terrible conditions in 

camps in the three surrounding countries, 

Turkey, Jordan and the Lebanon. 

 

Lions in District 133 are committed to 

helping these Forgotten Children and are 

supporting Norwegian Lions in the provision 

of Safe Centres in the Lebanon. In monetary 

terms that support is measured at €10/£8.75 

per member per annum over a five year 

period. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Football ’19 entries open 

  

 
 

After a very successful 2018 competition in 

which Tullamore Town overcame Wicklow 

Rovers in a thrilling final, entries are now 

invited for the 2019 Lions Under 13 Football 

Competition. 

 

The tournament is sanctioned by the SFAI 

and is open to every Lions Club on the 

Island of Ireland.  

 

Says project officer  John Baitson: ‘Our goal 

is to promote Lionism to the general public 

through the medium of sport and to ensure 

that the children and club members have a 

day out to remember’. 

  

Lions Clubs in District 133 can involved by 

sponsoring a local football team,  promoting 

the games and providing a great day out for 

each match. 

  

In the first instance please appoint one of 

your members as Youth Football Officer; 

then contact a local football club to see if 

they are interested. If you are successful, 

please fill out the application form on the 

District Website and return by March 29th 



along with fee to John Baitson, 91, 

Alderbrook Glen 

Ashbourne, Co.Meath 

  

 THE RULES 

  

• Players must be born on or after 

1st January 2006. 

• FAI U13 National League teams and 

players are ineligible. 

• It is a knockout competition. Draw will be 

on a geographical basis in early rounds. 

• Application fee is €50 or £45. 

• Teams may be drawn at home or away 

• If team is drawn at home, the local Lions 

club pays for referee and some food 

following the game. 

• If team is drawn away, the local lions 

club pays for cost of transport to game. 

• District 133 will provide a subsidy of €150 

for each Lions Club qualifying for quarter 

final and €150 for semi finalists. 

• District 133 pays up to €500 for transport 

to the final. 

• District 133 pays for after final match 

hospitality. 

  

Bohemian FC from the SSE Airtricty League 

of Ireland, Premier Division will be hosts for 

the Lions Youth Football Final 2019. 

  

The date for the final is set for Sunday 

November 2nd, 2019, the same day as the 

FAI Cup Final at the AVIVA stadium. 

Again, Bohemians has offered to secure 

match tickets, and both squads and managers 

will attend the FAI Cup Final.  

 Hopefully the reward of playing at the 

iconic Dalymount Park and attending the 

AVIVA stadium will create some excitement 

around the country and generate a large 

entry. 

Further information from John Baitson at 

086 831 4758 or by email 

at jfbaitson@gmail.com 

  

 

Golf supports Counselling 

Service 

 

 
 

 

Ballsbridge Lions Club Golf Classic in The 

K Club on the Bank Holiday Monday the 

18th March 2019, will raise funds for 

Addiction Recovery Ireland, a charity which 

provides counselling services for people 

suffering from a range of addictions. 

 

The charity, founded by Lions Joe Sherwin 

and Liam Meade has already been supported 

by Maynooth and Sutton Lions Clubs to 

enable its professional counsellors to offer 

services to those with addictions who cannot 

afford to pay fees. 
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Lions Joe and Liam have made presentations 

on the service to Sutton Lions Club and 

would welcome opportunities to also address 

other Lions Clubs about the charity. 

Interested clubs can contact Joe Sherwin on 

087 2264240 

 

‘Nobody has ever been refused the 

professional help from our trained 

counsellors, irrespective of their ability to 

pay’, says Liam. 

 

 

Eimear by Candlelight 

 
Ashbourne and District Lions Club is 

hosting a candle-lit concert in 

the Ashbourne Parish Church on Friday 

March 29th starring Eimear Quinn and a 100 

voice choir from both Ashbourne and South 

Dublin.  This is the second  year in which 

Ashbourne Lions have hosted this this event. 

The 2018 concert  proved to be a memorable 

and emotional evening. 

 This year, the atmosphere promises to be 

even more memorable as the choir will have 

four times as many singers. 
 

Ashbourne invites all Lions to attend. 

Tickets priced at €22 make an ideal Mothers’ 

Day gift. 

 

Proceeds will be donated to the local Meals 

on Wheels . 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pop-Up Shop for Charity 
 

 

 
 

 

Bantry Bay Lions held an inaugural ‘Pop-Up 

Charity Shop’ sale in the old SuperValu 

store in Bantry. The space was generously 

donated by owner Jim O’Keeffe and the 

shop was stocked with goods donated by the 

people of Bantry and the surrounding area. 

More than €5,000 was raised. 

This result would not have been possible 

without the donations of items and the help 

of volunteers from Co Action, SVP, Bantry 

Boys Club and St Gobin’s School. Cheques 

for €2526.50 were presented to both the 

Simon Community  and Cancer Connect 

which provides transportation service for 

cancer patients to attend treatment at Cork 

University Hospital. 

 

Items left over after the sale were donated to 

local charity shops for future revenue 

generation. 

 

Pictured are members of the Bantry Bay 

Lions presenting the cheque to Cancer 

Connect. 

 

 

CPR Training 

 

 
 

 

 

The Lions Club of Roscrea had a two hour 

lesson with Roscrea First Responders to 

learn basic CPR. Picture shows some of the 

Lions with friends at the training session in 

the Community Hall. 

 

 

 



YOUR Newsletter 

 

 

Thanks to all our contributors- please keep 

sending us news and images. 

 

1. Send material as early as possible in 

the week. Deadline remains 9am on Friday. 

2. Keep items as concise as possible- 

max 200 words. 

3. Please remember that our audience is 

Lions- not the general public. 

4. We welcome jpeg images but 

CANNOT accept pdfs. 

 

 

Trabolgan almost fully booked 
Lions District 133 Annual Holiday Week in 

Trabolgan is almost fully booked with Lions 

Clubs from many parts of the country 

registering more than 600 guests. 

This promises to be the biggest and best ever 

Trabolgan holiday and is  

 an ideal vehicle for providing service to our 

senior citizens and others in need.  Project 

Leader Donal Browning has confirmed that 

the holiday will again be held in Trabolgan 

from Friday, 7th June to Friday, 14th June 

2019 and the charge will be €265 per guest - 

the same as for the past four years. 

 

This Project has been one of the most 

successful in our District for over 38 years. It  

depends on club support and Lions Clubs 

who have not participated in recent years are 

invited to return this year. Small groups of 

four or five guests are welcome as well as 

larger groups.  

 

 

 

 
 

Trabolgan has again sponsored short break 

accommodation (Weekend Fri to Mon or 

Midweek Mon to Fri) for families of up to 

six for each of the 1st 50 Clubs to submit 

Booking Forms and Deposits.  The breaks 

can be taken in the 2019 season excluding 

Easter, the Lions Holiday Week, Bank 

Holidays or July/August.  They can be used 

by Clubs for fund raising purposes. 

 

Each participating club should now have 

appointed a Holiday Project Officer and 

insert contact details on the Booking Form.   

 

….And that’s all for this week. 

 

 

 


